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FROM S/NM 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SNAR 

SUBJECT: ASSIGNMENT OF NEW SAIC 

DURING AMBASSADOR ELIOT S RECENT VISIT TO WASHINGTON WE 
DISCUSSED THE RELATIVE MERITS OF ROBERT DINIUS, CURRENTLY 
SAIC IN KARACHI, TO FILL SAIC POST IN KABUL. WE HAVE JUST 
LEARNED THAT DINIUS IS VERY INTERESTED IN THE ASSIGNMENT, 

AND IS PROBABLY A BETTER CANDIDATE THAN PERSON CURRENTLY 
NOMINATED. S/NM OFFICERS ARE WELL AND FAVORABLY IMPRESSED 
BY DINIUS. HE HAS APPLIED FOR THE POST THROUGH DEA CHAN- 
NELS. MS. FALCO INTENDS TO DISCUSS THIS ASSIGNMENT WITH 
DEA ADMINISTRATOR BENSINGER. IF AMBASSADOR CONTINUES TO 
BELIEVE THAT DINIUS IS STILL THE RIGHT MAN, SUGGEST YOU 
DEFER APPROVAL AND ENQUIRE ABOUT AVAILABILITY OF DINIUS. VANCE 
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